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Inte 'y0u defired me to Publiſh this - 
g& Diſcourſe, I never ſcrapled muth to-- 
do f\ "For I bad great Encourages - 
ment to think, that what bad been by you - 
approv'd,” night find a tolerable accepta= 
tron \4n4be world. The Subjeft 1s 1ts own 
Commendation ; and bow ſbort ſotver I . 
may fall in the due management of the 
matter of 1t, there will be ſome Praiſe due, . 
even to the bare intention to do good : The 
continued . 
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fie there ts ful occal fon w our Charit 
Jpace't 


for an To, the to T LE. Tet oh vor 
mon will have ts aſe, if it:juft only ſerves 
to revive your: Memories, and quicken you 
zo the performance of ſo great and wi 
ry a Duty ; T hope at leaſt, it doth de 

ome ſuch Truths, as may convince you of 
the obligation of the Precept an-the\ Text, 

and. further. thoſe Inclinations: beg un in, y08 

to. Rehevt the Poor. If it aoth thus mach, | 
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- » of Faith." . 4 10.1-119C : 313\t 
HE Words arc a general 
ſr to Tank 


al ig oo Coade 4 
more pareicular Fo out” thati Mainte- 
_— Bel LE; d NS apinens of 'the 

preceding 
Koh end ji ſaredthb: Rewards 
'dnc'to was actions of that / kind”; ſecms in 
the Text o have turn'd Fd Diſcourle, arid 
more 1mmediatcly ro/'ap miſe for the 
Et of- che mh bhey & Chriſtians! 4nd 


| 2 we to '6- good unto all, without - 
ception'; ''No Relpect: \cirhier? '6f Nation, © 
pi R760 3:4 05's Region 
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[2] 
Reli a, oulaNep our hands, but we muſt 
Help-and Afliſtance, as far as 
we arc able; x was Ingen proportion to-the 
whole Race of Mankind, that ſhall be Te 
zent and Necefſitoys ; and our Hy ought 
wy know no other limits or boun on 
by. God harh preſerib d unto the 
Wold ie 
de ochervile- would: frame too many 
> ftequerit\txcuſes,) td fret"rhem from. this 
Duty ; Self-Love ( which is found even in the 
beſt) would make Charity, not only begin, 
hows ertginate at, home too: And either 
Ice ;fxor foes »10ar:a P Fe 


pl Fghegs W ous 
'S lions Gl RR. 


&.; this exllalire 
Yon inco; ſo ſmall a ,thing, that has 
a ;Remngnt.; out, of a would be 


Choſen a Object 5 of) Fr, orenmins, And 
if we, 41d, ng. « pal rtunities, I at 
kaft we ſhould -la on: very _ to do 
good, 


Our Tem pers of PRE ies are rough and 
Crud, but; hes , uber by Feuds and 
olities, by differences of Nation, Farty, 

or Religion, they often grow ſo very fierce 
That had we no other. yes upon us to be 
Chatiable, than what our own Wills would 
prompt 


F pla be & be few 6 x: Sod 


ſo much our Friends, 2 
nes, and the Perve: Ct GE yorron 
ons would ally pcr ; s,not apts 


our Enemies unrelic ; bir albop 


their Neceſlizigs,: and. even þ help'ts. 
doing, 


But whatc're Nature of ber KF m4 /dickar 
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do good ns DE \ tho 
tem 0 [the dh) of Fg 


to the te Chal out oh; 


Ctions, .. yet > 
therefore, as occaſion tres Tall 
lowing > Diſcourk, Le Mis gs 


: That foImay beter p: 
ek Ne Eats and DEP our P = er- 
: Theone to promote, ! Lone: and 
A <tion ; the other, whi e Teſult of 
this Loye,. the Relieying 0 "he Poor and va 


Necellicous.... ... wy 
And. in order to this, OED 
I. I ſball firſt coguire to OY ah bt 
far chis Duty WY FA. 


bs it Secohdly, 


y, 2 a4 18h tall more 
ly apply: the words. unto the occa- 
fion py our preſence coming here together. 
firſt, how far the Command doth 
hich is ro'alt Men: © For if we 


are to.do gopd to 11,” chitn ther@are” none but 
may upon'occalion ſtand in need of our re- 
lief; and:if o, che fr 11 96 1s ea(re, that 
all, Courſe aye the 


| Sram of Caufes and 
things in uricercaſhry be. 
5 CGrol, he thar to day ap- 
cth'of the aſcent, MAY up: 
Rp be wheel d'untof1 
bers; wt by Te "The Courſe of 
Provider e-is wonderfully dcferibed by E 
kiel, when he makes'it as Wheels within Wheo); 
wo__ tho' ſome may be ſo ſanall'as'nor'ro 
'd, yer ftill chey have'thiir, uſe in 
Op ty motion, fry *poy ry tly ſerys to carry 
on the great work of' the * 
- The whole Texture of the — ſtands 


and 


F; \ 
cif 


and-/ 
and ſubſery | 
And: there's not the leaft ' Arame or part 
of Matter, but what hath its ſharc both in 
the compoſition, and:upholding of the Frame; 
And'if ſo, why ſhould we think any of Man- 
kind ſo mean and little, as may not ſome 
way be ſerviceable to the preſeryation of the 
lefler World called Man? 

Riches and Poverty, - Inability: and. Power; 
are not abſolute; !bur rclative things | and 
there's no perfection to be found, but only 
m God himſelf, who 1s the Fountain from 
whence - all- Power and Plenty are: derived. 
So-'that the whole caſe is wound up 1n-:the 
degrees of more or leſs: All in their ;Propor- 
tions have their curns to-do 'good': Hethar 
receives from. one placed in an higher Sphere, 
-at\ the ſame time may pive/to OncIthar's//4n 
a:lower, and ſo ſuccefhively 1c goes: on, + till 
at laſt all comes to. be cloſed and wrapped 
up in the Infinite of Infinites, in God = 
(elf, who is in All, and over All. gl 

The common. diſtinction; which the World 
hath put betwixe Rich and Poor, hath made 
a great part-of men. think themſelves excus'd 
from all A&s of Charnty.; that. it is.cheir 
- buſineſs to receive and not to give; And the 


realon. 


iency of one part -unto another : 
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[5] 
caſon of this is, becauſe: we - are generally 
minding what we arc not, not what we are: 
Have our Eyes tending upward to look ac 
thoſe above 'us, but never youchſafe to caſt 
them down upon ſuch Miſerable Qbjc&ts,upon 
whom the mfluence of 'our. Bounty might 
very well deſcend. 

St. Paul, ns truc, in bis 1/t Epiſtle to' Tim. 
the 4th Chapter, and the '17th Verſe, ſeems 
ro make fome'diftintion-mn the caſe, and to 
lay the whole Burthen of: the-duty of: Benehi- 
cence upon the Rich, and perhaps he doth 
ſomewhat morc particularly addreſs himſelf 
to Perſons of !the greateſt Fortune : But in 
general, by. the Rich here, and in other parts 
of Scripture, is meant no more than barely 
Men of Power and Ability : And then the 
words may run thus, Charge thoſe that have 
whcrewithall, and' arc ablc to give, to difsi- 
bute, and to communicate to thaſe that haye 
not. And in this ſenſe, all Men who ſhall in 
their reſpective Capacirics, at any time be a- 
ble, are to be accounted as the Rich, and 
cherefore chargeable as ſuch. 

Bur 7obit in his 4th Chapter, and $26 Verſe, 
plainly ftates the matter, where he fays, Be 
merciful after thy Power : If thouhave much, give 
'plemeeouſly: If chow baſt durle, do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little. At 


[7] 

At the ſame time che Rich Men caſt their 
Gifts into the Treaſury, the Poor Widow a6 
brought her Mites, and which is more, the laſt 
remains of her whole fabſtance; which if ic 
had not been her duty, muſt have been 
judg'd madneſs and extrayagance ; but ſince 
we find our Saviour gives ſo great a com- 
mendation to the AR, we have all the reaſon 
in the World co think, that there is none ſo 
mcan, but in ſome caſes is obliged to giye, 
tho' at the; ſame time he knows he is parting 
with his All. wo w 

The Reaſon of this is founded, not in Pro- 
vidence alone, bur in the Common Laws of 
Nature and Society, which obligeth all Mcn 
and Creatures to.a preſervation of their kind : 
And he that thus gives, may reaſonably cx- 
pect in the ſame, manner to receive ; and if 
that great Rule of doing unto others as we would 
they. ſhould do znto as, were truly kept 5 no 
one necd fear a lo by, of want encourape- 
ment to ſuch a Charimy. | 

Let us ſuppole two 'Men reduced unto 
the loweſt ebb, leyclled with rhe very Duſt 
fron; whence they ſprang, and, as nigh'as 
may be,placed in the fatne equality of il] For- 
tunc; yet ſome intervening Circumſtances, 
cither of time or place, may make a ſtrange 


alteration 


— 


[8] 
alreration in their .caſec, and make the one- 
become a neceſſary Benefaftor to the other : 
If kind Hcayen: hath thrown a piece of Bread 
into one's Hands, tho” perhaps juſt enough 
to ſupply his own Hunger, and he knows nor 
ar that time where to. haye another, yet if 
he ſees his Brathcr dying, and ſtarving by 
his ſide, he ought-to relieve him with a part, 
and will ocherways be guilcy of his Blood, 
and. charg'd | with cutting off a Member of 
Cbrift's Body. 

It the Widow of Zarephathhad refas'd to 
obey the directions of E/jah, tho' the Famine 
was then ſo ſore, that ſhe was Preparing to cat 
her Morſel and to dye; ſhe and*her Son had 
periſh'd in the deſtruftion of the Propher, 
the Meal had waſted, and the Cruiſe had 
fail d. = 

But now, ſhould all not hold that hath 
hcre becn faid.to this particular Branch: of 
Charity, Bzneficence, yer there are ſore ca 
ſes, where all Men in general ſcem to be upon 
the Levcl to do. good. _ "I'S 

If a . Rich. Man and a Poor ſhould walk 
together, and the one fall into'a Dirch, Na- 
cure hath lent cach an hand help otic" 4- 
nother- out ; iT if cither' is affauſred,” both 
Arc. .in a capacity to defend.” Te 
S019 52 5547 1o :oidgae 


TER 
Epos nya give. contact OY. 


yice,*as the greateſt Prince thar fills' a Throne, 
the: weak and feeble, even as the Gianr chas 
delights to. run his Races .and where ithe:Po- 
litician's :Skill' harh Rail'd. we [have kiiown a 
City favd by a Woman's: ben corny and 
Diſcrecion. © hy) 2g 11 nil 
Andiif at lat allachermeds all Glchouſt 
of Prayers ſtiff remansxhichever the. Paoreſt 
ne re can. want : \And+thoſe, if hearrily.put up; 
may:Ataw; rhoſe-H land Blcfli ngsifroma-» 
boye, ng We: ;had! incoAbilice-t6 
BIVc. > I: © fem tif} 45.7 : 21Aacrl5) 
lowyy now to choke all. orher Arguments in 
; All:Meco mudchercfore- be abligid-wo 
Chao, becauſe: diy hnieaonn anc”? —_— 
our Dury>canrig 
«-;: for .Charicy 1s: ful and. perfection 
of all Chriſtian Graces and, in.the Senpeure 
Phraſc; "is jaſt-4he;fame whacr Aejftaa/e micans 
by his anc Vere, - whiclt takcs new: Names 
from every ſeveral about winch 'cis 
converiantand! anploy d;:andyct under all 
ts: variaus Appollatins,, is ſt he format and 
{till but. one.; "Ii! like che: Soul,:'whole-in (ic 
ſclf, and at tho ſanic rime all, : and undivided 
in cach part: And "ow he who 'offendeth in 


the 
l 


becach is made on Charity, which is the com- 
mon Bond and Cement of all Vartucs: "Tis 
farthus reaſon, that Sc. Paulaffirms, 1 Cor. 13. 
That though he had Faith enough 'to remove 


Mozntains, . Jbould enex give; bis Body 20 be 
bo, badalorher Varencs in they . and 
brute: 


Channels; yct Tr in pn Fibres, Veins and 
Arteries, 15 the-faine, every -where is. Blood, 
ESD LE: adaaticin the whoke. . 
ſ LI feen how: farchis Duty: auth 
excnd, I:comc intheinext place 10/enqunre, 
when we pazybe faid ro have Mate 0 37A 
in amo Wl: 9-15 
| Now the Reaſons of eur are: vati- 
_ ither as the Abilats and i ns of 
= | era ; oral; as the Neeeſſives of 


and cheeſe coo difier ac- 
punt. Scomdlanie of -rime and 


ple 3 - ;ahch fhifr.and change, flll a new 


> ARHRCHHAIEXE in Hue Ypgrons offcr'd 
to do goad. 


Buc 


meant and ſpoken in relaciony MF ſeveral 
Exigancics of - tho wanting: Perſtre ; and: the 
words, 4s you have opportunity, way: Mn of 
ity chus;- as ofters as* you par nd tay rp) 
ae Kory oe thall-preſene ir lf 6 
— 500720 tkindeyou ALPOR efportc 
ng, OY do ons ow hen _e 
what NN _ 


Bufme8: 1s, 'to- 
"fe fea. 
for: fot our" Charity, Parr s of it 
Now there ate ſore” Ads: of Charry, 


_ ſeterito be never'out of” _— es al- 


/ becauſe :rhe't 
—_ and in -/ meh' are: ode 
qu array. 


« Poor; Conifider'd a a di- 
nat Body ahd Society of Men, andt6 this 
caſe our Saviour's mo_ TV, es 
always with you; ſeen to ;- and for 

this ded a Kell all Nations have m1 theirwa 
Re 4 


lief, as paint ep opatate 
Fee eee; ER. 


had their Treafuties- ſer! + err 
ore/according 'to his A es wy (caſt: Thrs 
T9 amongſt 


_— 


——— . - A—_ 4 no — — 
ee em tent... room 


— _— 


xlides - — Ennd > ch Ads 
; there are more private and particu. 
Jart to gt ie 3; the Publick neycr can provide 
again of Tine oxiTerſons ;'and 
hereions tha the defects are, as occaſion ſeryes, to 
hey x7 : chere in be nofa'd 
| or can be no-fix'ditime or 
raanner-ſer fat the perforwanee, - bur BCE to;be- 
ere ol ibs un der 6 as the Object 


before us 1 thereforc- Ns muſt 


cloſe upon. it, vcr one own Reaſon will/in- 
form us, in whar manner tis fitteſt to-/be, cx- + 


ercis' 

:. Firſt thengwemay be faideo have a duc 
Object: for our. San when the Neceſlicous 
ſhall apen bis Cqndition.to,us; and. ſeek unto 
us for Redre(s;;when the crys of the Widows 
and. the Orphans call unto; us, :as well as 
Heaven for 'relief ; he oc facha calc Gol 

c 
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heard by God ; and. if 


Sozl, the Curſe will ſtick, and God hath pro- 
rtfed.to avenge his Cauſe. | 

This 1s a loud call, but they may ſometimes 
ſpeak unto us in a more ſtill yoice, by Sighs 
and Groans, by the ſofe Whiſpers and Breath- 
ings of a breaking Heart ; ſuch gentle Gales 
as theſe ſhould fill our Sails, and make us cx- 
tend our Pity and Compaſſion to them : And 
to. this caſe refer that of Fzek, 21. 6. Sigh 
therefore thou Son of Man, with the breaking of 
thy hoins, and with bitterneſs ſigh before their. 
eyes ; and in the 79th Pſalm, v.11. we are 
charged to let. the fighing. of the Priſoner come 
before us : And if after Ai we take no notice, 
then, as he ſays, Pſal: 12. 5. For-the ſighing of, 
the needy, will God himſelf ariſe. 

Sometimes again, we may come to be in- 
form'd of the. Maſerics of . another, by the 
languiſhing of the Eyes, the pale Viſage, and. 
the dejected Countenance; which, like a true 
Picture, livelily paint ouc unco us, the inward. 

| of, the. Soul ; and it plain Sence. 
will here not guid- and direct. us tothe knows. 


ledge ofcheix caſe, yer Reaſon and Duty ought. 
_ 


LY 


| 


like the deef - Adder flop his. Ears unto their- 
Prayers, muſt . never t ro have his own. 
the Aﬀicted at ſuch 
time, ſhall curſe him in the bitterneſs of his. 


- 
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a for we 
ve fome' Cauſe, ant 


Ly geting anne 


al Bec we lyc under ar-obtigarion 


ro remoye i where it 1s. 
So that, in all theſe circumſtances, 


but downright Ignorance, ora well g 
Suſpitron of the reality of rheir 


Exerciſe our Charity, which we are” = wit- 
neffes of another's wants ; and here he chat 
farars out of his way when thar he ſees a' pory 
mann it, or bides his fate from ſuch an one, 
Godalſo will hide Is from him inthe day 
of his diſtrefs; Chriſt rakes fach Injutics as 
dbne unto himſelf, and pafferh' this —_— 


on” all thoſc who fee the hnnyry 
them no Meat, the Nahed Pp? ior t 
not ; Depart from me ye Curſed into everlaft 
in 

ot that 1 here would give Encouraee: 


mer toJooſe Wandercrs,and'to Vagrant Men, 
whoſc calling "tis, more than rheir Unhappi- 
neſs; to want : he who grves to any one that 


ſhall: appext with the known Marks of fack 
a Perſon, his intended Charity becames' Ex- 


travagance and Sm, becauſe: he afts* both 
againſt 


give 


jaloutic, and is in a fair way never to 

YT to dp good. | 
And he who will not admit a Stranger in- 

to his Houſe, becauſe he knows him not, muſt 


12ncr or a Stranger 

wounded on the Road, the Levite's Caſe in- 
firufts him vo pour in Wire and Di, and to 
bind up His Wounds -: And fo-far muſt we be 
from ſparing--pains, or coſt, in ſach a caſe, 
that we cyen-ought to ſave anothers lite, tho 
with-ſome hazard'of our own. He that en 
deavours- not to $a Anger hand, which he 
ſces lifrup unto 's death ; if the com- 
mon Maxim doth hold truc, 2z# nor prohiber 
peccatiom cum poteft, facit ; hath eyen _ 
wih 


mn —_ - = - 
—> ww —_——  —— 2a eh. . ; 
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with the” Murtherer, hath helped.c6 the ſhed- 


ding the one's Blood, and/the endangenngrthic 
others Soul. _ | | ri: 
Beſides, in all theſe caſes, we light the 
hand of Providence, which ſeems: to: lead+ us 
to ſuch Objets for our good too,” as well 
as thcirs: And heedlcſly not minding the An- 
gels ſtirring of the Pool, negle&t: the care of 
our Souls; and often lip the: happy ſeaſon of 
doing uch'a-Charity, as poſlibly might - cover 
a w—_ f Sins. A 
. A Third opportunity to do ma! 
be Sb relation-to-the time of air J ad 
here the preſent always ſeems to be the fateeſt. 
He that defcrs his doing; good until-tro mor- 
row, puts it perhaps beyond his own life, and 
fooliſhly ventures all that great reward which 
he is hereafter to expect for his well;doing, 
on the uncertainty'of an hour. - But it's my 
buſineſs here.to ſhew what: ume 5 ; moſt pro» 
per only with relation \to the. Needy's wants. 
. "Tis a known Rule in the beſtowing ofa 
favour, Quo citius eo melins, - the ſQoner and 
the berter ſtill, He char defers. his kindeG, 
may when he would; not. only find- himſelf 
unable to give, ; but him alſo whom he-would 
oblige in- an- incapacity to. Teccive.; ;7A little 
me, abd ſmall circumſtances alter the. w 


hole 
ſtate 
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ſtate of humane things 5 and what co day 
mighc prove a Bleſſing, may at another time, 
not only be an uſcle(s, but an hurtful Offering, 
However, this we may be ſure of, that ſo loa 

as we delay the doing good, o long we tall 
protract the poor Mans Pain and Miſery : 
And there is ſo much Sowernels in the mix- 


ture of ſuch kindne(s, that probably it may. 


not be rcliſh'd when it comes. 

If I deſign to ſhew a favour, Wiſdom wall 
prompt me to diſpatch; becauſe by this 
heighten the Obligation of the Deed, and ha- 
ſten and aſcertain my Reward. The timing 
of a kindneſs makes it. If I give money to buy 
the Needy Food, and the Marker's gone and 
paſt, and nothing's to be had, 7 offer a fone 
inflead of Bread: Tis but like Meat that's plac'd 
upon the Hearſes of the dead ; may ſerve for 
ſhew, but can never be of uſe to them, for 
whom it is there ſet. If I would reclaim a 
Man from Vice,l ought to watch the firſt mo- 
tions of his Soul to cyil: Councel will come 
roo late, when frequent Acts have hardcned 
him 1n his way. How do I know, if when 1 
ſec onc in a wicked courſe, and, like Felix, do 
put off my Reproof unto another ſcaſon, but 
that very Act may conclude the Fate of his 
poor Soul? He may by chat fill up the mea- 

D ſure 


fly] 


a we IS. ee TEES 
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ſare of Ins Sins, and fo be reprobated for e- 
ver: And then, 'cither eocheck, or to adviſe, 
is but to call the Phyfician in, when the ſick 
Man's eyes ſhall row! m death, and the trem:- 
bling joynts declare, the whole Bnilding's ror- 
tering down. 

Therefore the beſt timing Benefactions js, 
to make the Object and our Bounty meer: 
When &er we ſec one need, immediately to 
ſwpply the want ; never ro ftop the Hireling's 
Wages, nor the*poor Man's daes : For how do 
we know how great and prefling their Ne- 
ceflitics may be 2 And perhaps the defe bur 
of one day may ſtarye both the Virtue and 
the Man. Thus much to ſhew when we may 
be ſmd to have an rtanity to do good; 
which is as often, and as ſoon, as the Object 
of our Chanry _— 

3. The Third thing to be conſidered, is, 
the Mcafure of the Duty ; which obligeth ns 
to do good to all Men, and more eſpecially to 
the Houſhold of Faith. 

1. And Firft, we arc to do good to all Men, 
which genera} Charity I ſhall creat of under 
theſc rwo reſpeCts;either as the words may fig- 
nific all Nations ; orelfe, as they include, both 
the 500d and bad. And, 


1. Firſt, 
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1. Firſt, as all Mcn doth take in all :.. 
ons of the World: At the tame-our Saviour 
came on Earth, there ſeem'd to be a general 
Errour crept into the minds of Men, that all 
Humanity was to be confin'd within the nar- 
row limits of a Country ; and that the Law 
of Nature did no f: bind them in this 
caſc, than as they became form'd into parti- 
cular Bodies or Socicties of Men ; withour 
the bounds of which, the Rule did ceaſe, and 
the Obligation became vod. 

The 7ews at the tume of our Apoſile's wri- 
ting this Epiſtle, cntertain'd a general hatred 
to all Nations of the Earth beſides themſelves ; 
and had been ſo far mis-led by the Phariſees 
falſe Interpretations of the Law, as hardly to 
permit a Gentile to live amongſt them, de- 
nied them all Traffick and Commerce, and 
eyen the common Ciyiliges of Men. What 
Gentiles were unto the Fews, ' that Barbarians 
were unto the Romans ; they treated them 
with the ſame Civilities; and both the name 
and uſage which they gave them, fufhcicntly 
declare, they+cſtecm'd rhem as :little better 
than the other Salvage Creatures of the Earth. 
And the Letter which Joſephus mentions in 
the 12th Book of his Antiquities, to be fent 
from one of the _—_ of Lacedemon to 0- 
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 rias the High Prieſt, gives us light into the 


ſenſe of other Nations alſo in this matter: In 
which, the Reaſon given why they and the 
_=_ ſhould communicate to cach other, was, 
uſe by an old Writing they had found, 
that boch were originally deſccnded from 
one common Stock : And thence we ma 
eaſily infer, that had thcre becn no ſuch At- 
finity and Kin, they would not have thought 
themſelves any otherways obligd. 

And I could wiſh this temper of theirs had 
periſhed in the deſtruftion ot thoſe Nations : 
But they muſt haye made but little obſcrvati- 
on in the World, whoſe own expericnce can- 
not tell them, chat many, even amongſt 
us, have been' acted by the fame Prin- 
ciple towards a Neighbouring Pcople driven 
to us for Relief. Tis plain, ſomc look'd up- 
on them only as Locuſts ſent for to devour 
the Land; and thecry was, Have we not poor 
enough among: our ſelyes,: bur we muſt 
call in Strangers to take the Bread our of our 
own mouths, and to rob and ruine us in 
our Trade? All bowels of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion ſecm'd ro be ſwallowed up and loſt 
in a National Intercſt and Concern : And 
cho' they were Chriſtians as our ſelves, ſut- 
ferers in the fame common Cauſe, and what 

Was 
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was their Fate, was our Danger at that time; 


yet ail would not ſuffice' to perſwade ſome 
they were fit Objets for their Charity, 
whilſt others grudgingly and repiningly did 
g1VC. | 
"Hh may not therefore be improper here, to 
give ſuch Reaſons for a general Charity, as 
may incline us to be of a better temper in ſuch 
Caſes for the future. And, 

1. Weare to do good unto all Mcn, be- 
cauſe we have the ſame common Parents and 
Original : And this, whether we Reſpect ei- 
ther Cod, or Man: Tis true, rhe Heathens 
knew nothing of their Riſe from Adam ; but 
where they found the Deſcent to be the 
fame, they there did always think themſelves 
oblig'd to ſhew all Acts of Kindneſs and 
Humanity. 

Bur that God was the firſt Cauſe of all 
things, that from him we had our Being, and 
- our well-being too, was generally own'd by all 
the world: The Writings of Heathen Authors 
are full of that Confeſſon, and Sr. Paul quotes 
one of their own Pocts to this purpoſe, AF. 1 7. 
v. 28. 

The light of the Divinity ſhone fo clearly 
in their Souls, that they could not bur diſcern 


the Fountain of thoſe Rays : The ſwift Mo- 
| tions, 
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tigns, and the reflex Actions of their Minds, 
gave tham clearly to underſtand, that there 
was ſomcthing more concern'd in their For- 
mation, than pure Man. 

And the Inferences which ſome drew from 
this, were the very ſame which we ſhould make; 
chat there was no room kfr for any Man to 
Boaſt or Pride himſelf in his Extraction, or 
the mighty affluence of his worldly goods; 
nothing to yaluc our ſelves upon, ſince the 
beſt part of Man was common unto all : The 
ſame Reaſon dwelt under the Thatched Cote» 
tage, as the Gilded Roof, and ſhin'd as bright 
under the dark Veil of an Athiopian Skin, as 
in the faireſt Cafe of Fleſh and Blood, that 
Nature ever yet produced. 

And whatcan we now think of thoſe, who 
drive ſuch Perſons from their doors, in w 
God himſelf vouchfafes ro dwell 2 Who un- 
concernedly ſhall ſuffer fuch Men co Periſh 
in their Wants, on whom God's Image is 
lively Impre'd ; which is the very Reaſon 
given by himſclt, why Murder is a Sin; and 
probably 'tis upon the ſame grounds why 
St. 7ohn, 1 Fpiſt. 3. 15. ſauh, He that hateth 
his Brother is a Marderer too. 

He that in this manner ſhuts his Bowels, 
we may with him conclude, the Lwe.ot 
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God dwells not in that Perſon : For, how ſbowld 
he love God whom he hath not ſeen, if be laves not 
his Brother whom he hath: He that thus flights 


the Copy in his fellow Creatures, may be ſap- 
pos'd to put a ſinall yalac on the Original 
it (lf. 

2dly. A Second Reaſon why we ſhould do 
good to all Men, may be, becauſe we have the 
{ame Common Nature, and the fame Wants. 

We arcall form'd of the ſame common 
Clay, and it ſome ſecm to have a better turn, 
'ris wholly owing to the Porters hand : The 
whole Subſtance of our Compolition is bur 
Duſt, and to that again we muſt return: And 
when we Diflolve into the common Maſs, 
the preying Worm knows no diſtinction be- 
ewixt a Peaſant and a Prince, the Beautiful and 
the Deform'd Carcaſs of a Man. 

And as the ſame Fate doth wait our Deaths, 
ſo equal Chances and Misfortunes preſs upon 
our Lives. All the various turns of a Man's 
ſtate, ſhew him to be a dependant Being, 
and that not only on the Creator, but the 
Creature too: A conſtant Want attends the 
Infants carly days, and accompanies. Old Age 
unto the Grave. All circumſtances of Lite 
declare it is not good for Man to be alone: His 
unexpected Wants, his Speech, and his diſ- 

curſive 
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curſive Faculty, do all Evidence, he was' a 
Creature Born.and Fitted for Society ; that 
his whole Eflence hangs upon a Chain, where, 
tho' the links are diſproportion'd in the ſize; 


yerthe leaſt ſerves to faſten all, and keep up 


the contexture of the whole. 

From the Conſideration of all which, 7zlly, 
tho' an Heathen, could draw this neceſſary In- 
ference, Non nobis ſolum nati ſumus, Wc. that 
we were not born unto our ſelves alone, 
but to help out the unſeen Accidents of ano- 
ther's ſtate. 

There's none ſo great and fixed in his con- 
dition here, but-who may one day want : 
And thcn common Reaſon calls unto us for 
Relicf ; becauſe, what is another's Fortune 
now, may at the next Seaſon be our Caſe: 
So that tho' Love and Charity to our Fel- 
low Creatures ſhould not perſwade us to be 
good, yet pity to our ſelves may rationally 
prevall. 

Let he that fills the Throne conſider, 
how he could Rule without his Subjects 
aid ; he doth prote&t becauſe they detend, 
and 'tis they Icnd him thoſe very hands by 
which he-ſways his Sceptre, and: reaches out 
his favours to them. 


Let 


frm 
Let the Rich, Man conſider what Uſe or, 


Profic he could make. of (bas, Poſſeſlions 
did not the. Poor. Man yvand-ſow, till, 
and manure his Grounds. 

All, in-cheir poſts, are ſerviceable to the 
Government, and the. Preſeryation vf Man- 
kind : And itfarcs with the whole Raceas with 
the pa 7 ay any By in whom, ff vo veral 
Members happen for to! quarrel, , 1t-threatens 
Deſtruction. co. the whole,: Andi 
angie: CORE PIR Labours, as thar 
ceives the Fruut r $ 
lank, they iy a pages ts ſhkrivel and Wn 
Founcain .o e and Blood. imaxcdiagely 
will ſtop, and t fi 
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no Man any thing but Love :, And {unce..ic, 1 
Debe el pad 
O the. 
Caſe, w 1o, 1n h FE, rovi 
makes the Dew fall on Gideon's Fleece alone 


; of . the, Earth 
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2. But Secondly,” We are to do good to a 
Men, whethet\pgood or bad. And here we 


arc firſt to that there is zone good þ bat 
God; all Men 1n :ſubordini® Degree are WIC- 
ked and &: And thercfare he-chat 5 in = 


neral cxcludes Sinners; as fuch, from Char 
ſhoots: = arr Arrow which will fall on his 
own Head ; and m ſentencing another, wilt 
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eothis Day.  Atfihee nnd Ave Sin- 
Rers wy We may a farcher Leffon, 
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Zen Reward of Saving's Soul alive. ”. 
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But as malchs cotmnen Wamsof Natarc 
and Neceſliry, -our HcayenlyBather hah fer a 
Rule, whereby we can never err; "Who, & our 
Saviour tells-us, in/his Sermon on the Mount, 
maketh bis Sun to rife ou'the Eoil,"mil "the 
Good; and ſexdeth Rain on the Juſt. ard on' the 
Wat 07 20 171120 03 91902 2308 W 1126 
Bur chough we are thus in como Uats 
co exerciſc-war pe ATW beth to 
the Good, and wo the Bad; yet more partiou- 
larly £0 cheonk; than toich? otherand, .x>cHt 
Words arc,. zewre e/pwutally £0 thoſe\ 0 live" of 
the Houlbs/d of Fairh Which britysus upon 
this farther Enquiry, Who yer qyeucy tobe 
of the Houfkolkd?: :: 2 (10!89.7;, 5131 21 21773 oth 
(Ld eg. Merion Gar ing 
waithy: cIDRT Peres 
nomy, have rn O_—_ Matter whwhtd 
the for the well wangngxciklbex is his 
Famuly..;;; 73h k M9 2! DRE NO 
iow no Rebrilah? werhouiti Ys one, 
to: Ghriſtiars amor: cfpeanlly;rrig Grant?! 
chem is added to the former Oblignibagee1e 
having one common Lord and: «who 
died for _ all: And the iRuk give upon; 
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-this, for us to follow, is, to Jove ove another, as 
Chrift loved us : And then it muſt be 
Love can o-Mex ſbes, 
is Life for another. & 
L that where we arc. corſhew Pay unto 
others, there ro Chriſtians it muſt be Love; 


_— — there: ro Chriſtians it 


and where we barely y 
ins there ro Criſt we ought for 


wee A: "Secdhd: Realor i, becauſe Chri: 
are all:Members of :the' fame Myſtical 
, unixcd unto Chriſt cheir Head. So thar 
hce-who'refules ro rtheve \any onc under this 
Denomination, 'proves cruel, not' only to a 
Mcmberof Chiit's Body, but hus own. 

And this is the Reaſon given for” our Love 
by St. Paul,” Rem. 12.5. where hc fays,' So we 


Nemo 9 ot ores! dag every one 

One: hate bis wn Rieſh> 
Fry anyrecy rematch 
ſon, and his Senſe. So that Chriſtianity be- 
comes a Principle of Sclf-Preſervarion, to ob- 
ligc us unto Love, and 'a mutual Support of 
oneanother;- |: 


'T'was SConfdcnation help'd to preſerye 


the firſt-Race of Chriſtians, and carried them 


through 
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throngh all he barbaroos Pertchations of the 
Roman Emperors ; ftill as their Blood was ſhed. 
the Cement grew the And what was 
aid of Saul. and. Jonathan, alſo” true of 
them : They were lovely in their Lives, and. in 
their Deaths they were not divided. * © 

Twas upon this Account the Chriſtians 
became the envious obſcrvation of 'the Hea- 
then World: There was no Wars! or Diviſi- 
ons heard of in God's Holy 'Moznt; but all, 
as if actuated by the ſame Soul, were of one 
mind, felt the fame wands, and rejoyced witty 
one common joy. 

So that we may be ſuce where Bireerneb and 
Diviſions reign, there Satan hath broke looſe; 
and ct Algoma fan Boyer 
Men. Pri Vyings, arc prin- 
cipal Officers in! his Camp, _— whoſe: br; 
endeavours to-deſtroy Chriſt 
on Earth; which is, Ar pronny nn -beſt de- 
fended by Amity and Love: For. if our $4- 
viour had-not ſpoken it, yet common Sou 
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divided it jelf can never fla 

"7 ke waatel 4 upon what © 'grounds a 

Ce er i founded bur amongſt them 

too there: may be a diftinction uſed, : which 

brings mc to a ſecond  confideration,” $f ner 
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very one that hat _ himſelf of any 
Church, muſt think that the crueſt ; or elſe 
hath buile his. Faith on a very Sandy and weak 
Foundaten:-.'And1f- fo, . chen where there 
is any:topm. for choice,\.we ought wo. have 
2 more particular regard to Mch of rhe fame 
Communion om our {clvcs; becauſe, by 
this we ſhall confirm them «he more arm It; 
&ccngrhen: the weak: Members; and: cftabliſh 
them wn-cheir way}: - 
Flew ye we: may inbadkcs _— by it, by 
1mg-9ut-a price, we may make a Purchaſe 
of Mcns' Soalfs When | Men ſhall ſee us aca» 
bows > hm Peace and Love inatl 
aur ways,- aud Chariry rand zood Will: all 
ottt a6vons,:.Hicy wall cher; chank'chat Gol/155 
inws-of:g — ire ren leave'thac 
Patty; among ex; NO gb -harred 
and inhumatyry as« ſeen. \\") 3 Oinrgs hob gl 
- ÞhcRyle-of: meter: in vi eaſe, 
may rationally+bs this; Thar where chere is 
nora manifeſt 3ncquality:in-the Object; there 
Chaticy — and! ought 'w Sega 
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at home: And where ah Overplus to what is 


L the Benefa: 


neceſlary is deſigned, there - 
Judgment 


or 1s at Liberty to uſe 
and Diſcretion. 

Bat whulft we give to one, we are' not to 
ſaffer the other to want ; 'nor load the owe 
with Superfluites, whilſt the other harh. nor" 
what is convenient and enough.- 

This is a Rock on which roo many fem"; to 
ſphe : The Jev4 firſt Ted 'the /way; 'hnd;chore 
have beer Cheiflicns'ſince- have followedithe 
Exampte: Beeartthe Gartiles, as they chought; 
were- Ahens' eo the- Promiſes: of God, they 
effeemed them alf6/as inworthy to receive che 
conntrron Benehies of Nature. 'And-cheroate 
choſe arioneft us'too, who ſeem ro confi 
All Kindriefs es: a'Parey; if poffite would rmaf- 
fick and trade only amongft themelyes ;/ none 
bie wh6/ ate of 'the fame Opinion, hall wil- 
lingly be e106 Now >ed,' br employed; .and'f 
ever they be Favour mult bea great 
wonder if it Ent cher ownlmage 
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bers; in which Caſe, it ſhall be thought-im- 
Proper to pour, Balm into their Wounds, \and 


the only R 
to deſtroy. 
Another Miſchicf to be avoided, is, That 
whilſt wc favour our own- Church, we do not 
condemn all others who arc not of the ſame 
Perſwaſion with our ſelves. | 

Raſh Ccnſures ſeem to be the molt impro- 
per Task that a-Chriſtiae can poſhbly be pur 
upon, whoſc' Buſincſs it is to be dong ſuffering, 
and forbearing, and excuſing one another. 

And 'tis rcally wonderful to think that there 
are;ſome_ who can give theraſelves this Name, 
who mercileſly can take a poor Infant from the 
Womb, and {traight condemn him to Eternal 
Flames ; and others who can rcprobare all the 
World, bclides themſelves. bas: 

Chriſt xclls us he came for 


opoſed, is to cut oft, and 


on Charity, which bopeth all things. Let us 
not judge, that we be not judged for fo doing; 
always reſigning the Sentence unto G 
whoſe Right ic is, and who therefore claims ir 
as his due. 

And inſtead of this, kt us, as the Text ex- 
horts, learn to do good as often as we have Op» 


portunity ; and that in all Kinds, toll Men, | 


to all Chriftians, and more' particularly to 

thoſe of our own Church. 371] 
Having thus danc with the Words 1a ge- 
neral, I come in the laſt place, more parricu- 
larly to. apply: thertvto the Company here 
ſent. And Firft, We may conſider 'rhat there: 
is now a different Opportenity put intoour hands; 
from the fore-mentron'd Scafons ro do good: 
This Mecting « df” is. one: and? they who” 
come here withonr deligh to give, have with-' 
out Reaſon, and to no purpoſe mer. + The 
Occafiowhere is greater than, and. more pub-' 
lick: far, than whar chok orhiers were ;/and- 
therefore if our Charity equal he" Oecation;- 
the Degrees of Revompence - will be greater” 
too. In giving other Aims, God'requires Se: 
crelic in the Ae; buy" in te -4 
F tac 
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the more-open our BenefaGtions are, thermore” 
they ſtill anſwer the Intention, and the End» 
of coming hetez  We.may be allowed, in this 
Caſc, to blow'a Trumpet up in Zaon; and'to? 
let our Light ſo ſhine before Men, if poflible, 
chat the. whole World may ſee our pood Works, © 
and follow our Examplc : In this imitating 
the great Globe of Light, which at the ſame- 
time it ſheds its Influence upon us, lends us its. 
Rays, that we may look up and ſce: from 
whence all thoſe Benefits deſcend;; .. : 1 nt 
But now, might I be worthy-toadviſe, my 
Country-men ſhould ne're ſitrdown with the : 


thin Praiſe of, barely: Serving the Neecfliry of 


a Duty, butalſo ſeck and raiſe Occaſions for- 
ther Charity: For we arc ſet as Stewardsupon | 
Earth ; - and tis our Buſincts, not only to ſup-: 
ply. all viſible and apparent 'Wants in: God's: 
Famuly and ERate, bur alſo to prevent in ſome. 
nw. ——_—_ _—_— "_ _ 
/ay's and | Means how belt we may: 2 
that Talent which God-hath hen committcd- 
to our Gharge.: Andthough a Failure. inthe 
cxalred Mealuxes rf this: Vertue ſhall be! no + 
Man's. Condemnation, : yet it will take from. 


| ourReward ;\andhe who —_— xcceive Fifty, 
. and an Hundred-fold; nauſt ot 


; crwilc be CON-+ -! 
teaced/ with a far-leſs propartjon of: Ro ba 
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" And I'muſtſtilb mind paggaitier | yet, Thar 

making an A ne of the:Faithyi there: are 
others to be.reckaned. of ner Howſho!d too: 
Such arc our -Relations, Country-men, or 
Friends; and with reference to. their Caſe; 
Houſe, is worſe than an Infidel, 1.Tim: 5: $: 
So that in all Caſes, where there is no great 
Inequality. either of Want or Merit, theſe 
ought to have the Prefercnce from us, to re- 
ceive a Benjamin's.Meſs, and a double Portion 
of our Blcſling, 

And may you now 1n all the Actions of 
your livcs, equal the deſign of this preſent 
day, and may the effe& ſtill anſwer the de- 
ſign. May Righteouſneſs flow down from Heaven 
upon you: And Peace and Truth kiſs one another 
over our Land, and brogd.ppon our Ground. 


May Love Reign here, and your Bounty run: 


to thoſe below, and fpread it ſelf about your 
Dwellings: Unity, both in Loyalty and Re- 
ligion, hath formerly been our Country's 

7, and ys pou; Preſs ap yOu. 
be as. unſpotted in them beth, as was that 
blood with. which your Veins were at firſt 
filled; and as untainted as that Air, in which 
you: commonly do breath. In a word, May 
you be of one mind ; but if that ſhall prove 
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